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Oct. 22, 3:00 pm Fundraiser for PIA
Oct. 27, noon  Clergy Caucus Lunch
Nov. 1, 6:00 pm Steering Committee
Dec. 14 , 7:00 pm Leadership Assembly

Check PIA’s website for details!
www.piapico.org

PIA works to empower local community leaders to 
seek dramatic changes in neighborhoods across 
the Peninsula.  Your support makes it possible to 
create tangible solutions for communities plagued 
by systemic inequalities; assists in the prevention 
of unnecessary home foreclosures and evictions; 
creates quality schools; protects the dignifi ed living 
of all immigrants and fi ghts for fair car impounding 
policies.  Between now and December 31st, your 
donation will be DOUBLED by a matching grant 
from the Sobrato Family Foundation!  
$25 becomes $50; $50 becomes $100; $100 
becomes $200!  PLEASE DONATE TODAY!

Wells Fargo has offered the sale of the Woodland 
Park Apartments in East Palo Alto to “vulture 
investor” Sam Zell and Equity Residential.  
Residents and local offi cials adamantly oppose the 
sale, arguing that allowing one buyer to acquire 
the entire portfolio (1800 households) would 
leave the area vulnerable to redevelopment and 
would threaten the city’s affordable-housing stock.  
Where will our gardeners, nannies, teachers, 
grocery workers, and waitpersons live?  Join us 
in helping East Palo Alto protect their affordable 
housing and rent control ordinances so working 
families can thrive, feel safe, and have a beautiful 
community to call home.  Please write to Wells 
Fargo to ask them to stop this sale:  
Mr. David Ashe
Senior Vice President
Wells Fargo & Co.
420 Montgomery Street
San Francisco, CA 94104
A bank that prides itself on their community 
involvement should not allow a sale that threatens 
so much affordable housing in San Mateo County.  

We are in the process of refocusing and 
reinventing PIA so that our future organizing 
accomplishes effective social change on the 
Peninsula.  PIA’s reinvention process must ask 
three fundamental questions:
WHY is PIA an important vehicle for change on the 
Peninsula?
WHAT must PIA do in order to be a more effective 
vehicle for change?
HOW do we do that?
The fi rst step to answering these questions is to 
understand the unique political, economic and 
social environment on the Peninsula.  A temporary 
organizing committee called the Steering Com-
mittee has been formed and is open to all PIA 
leaders and allies.  Key research actions are being 
held in October and November – see the PIA web-
site for details.  Our next Steering Committee 
meeting is on Tuesday, November 1, a pot-
luck from 6:00-8:00 pm at Woodside Road United 
Methodist Church in Redwood City.  RSVP to Nadya 
at 650-592-9181 or email piapico@sbcglobal.net.

Peninsula Interfaith Action

Newsletter

East Palo Alto Housing Crisis

Jennifer was hired in late August to begin a process 
of refl ection, evaluation and planning for a new 
organizational direction.  In the next 6-9 months, 
her priorities will be PIA’s reinvention and focus; 
the federated action campaign; search for a new 
executive director; and support for organizers and 
staff.  Jennifer can be reached at 650-796-4160 or 
email jenniferpia@sbcglobal.net.

Save the Date
Calling all friends of PIA!  You are invited to 
attend PIA’s Leadership Assembly from 7:00 - 
9:00pm on October 17 at Woodside Road United 
Methodist Church in Redwood City.  Discover our 
collective potential to bring about change.  Come 
hear personal stories about immigration; the 
housing crisis in East Palo Alto; the struggle for 
quality education; and more.  RSVP to Nadya at 
ph. 650-592-9181; email piapico@sbcglobal.net.  
Translation and childcare provided by request.


